














Motion
Commissioner McConnell moved and Commissioner Holzinger seconded the motion that in
order to give the public the right to fully express themselves since the virus stifled that, |
move that we reconsider. The vote resulted as follows: “AYES”: Commissioners McConnell,
Richardson and Holzinger. “NAYS”: Chair Warren, Vice Chair Pell, and Commissioner Ford.
Absent: None.

The motion failed.

The existing decision will stand with no reconsideration.

Meeting adjourned at 5:38 pm.
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Many times prior to the bridges the high ferriage rates, would force travelers into
an attempt to ford the river, often times resulting in death; the bridge would cut off
many miles of travel to other localities also.

A new bridge was also placed over the Applegate at Murphy at the present crossing
point in 1887, opening up the Applegate Valley as well.

THE DEPOT PROBLEM

The local city fathers were constantly after
the officials of the Southern Pacific Railroad
Company to build a new depot. This would
require the removal of the original passenger
depot, which stuck out almost to the middle
of Sixth Street.

[ 3-8

It had been a major problem since 1884, causing many hour-long
traffic jams whenever the trains would unload passengers and
freight. The depot was placed on a flat car in September of 1893
and hauled to Merlin where it served that community until 1915 when it was
destroyed by the Merlin town fire of October of 1915.%

A new depot was constructed in 1893.% It was located further to the west with the

East End of the building just off of Sixth Street. This still created horrific traffic

s o SRR problems. A locomotive with thirty or so rail cars blocked
| traffic flow. School children often crawled underneath or

went around. #

- With the removal of the depot, giving an unobstructed view
~ north and south on Sixth Street; also the wider lots for
/ building plus the increased north and south traffic flow;
Sixth Street soon began to be developed to the north across the tracks as well as to

the south.

More and larger business blocks sprang up on Sixth street, catering to the miner
with hardware stores, livery stables for the look-about, grocery stores for the
provisions needed, real estate offices, blacksmith shops etc.

The Sixth Street corridor early on was considered the best bet for developing into
the major business district of Grants Pass.® The fact that our main thoroughfare
with its 80-foot width with the bridge at the south end went through the heart of

87 R,R. Courier, October 24, 1915 front page
8  Golden Anniversary Edition of the Grants Pass Daily Courier, April 3, 1935
89 ibid.

% N.R. of Historic Places Continuation sheet section eight, page 15
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our city almost demanded expansion of business activities up and down Sixth
Street. Since the first bridge in 1886, it was then as now; the main thoroughfare for
crossing the river and getting out into the far reaches of the county north and
south.

Sixth Street became a part of the Pacific Highway 99E.
Paved from the Canadian border to the Mexican border.
It was completed and dedicated in 1923.°* In Grants
Pass, it was known as the “gateway to the coast” and a
major linkage to highway 238, the Redwood Highway
(199) to the coast and Oregon Caves and of course,
travel to California over the Siskiyou’s (Highway 99E).

The large 50-foot wide building lots encouraged more massive buildings over the
smaller 25-foot wide lots on G Street with their limited supply.

G Street was typical of most towns across the United States with a railroad to
service the community. The main business street always fronted the tracks and the
small 25-foot wide wood and brick buildings were within easy walking distance to
provide personal services for passengers.

MAIN, G AND FRONT STREETS

Prior to the first attempt to place addresses on structures in 1905, the most
common names used for G Street were “Front” and very often “"Main”. Actually,
. 5 Ao 19 the Jonathan Bourne named the street fronting the

v The Rallroad Addition
o . ]

Front wils
the extension-
ol G Street ¥

_ railroad, G Street and shows that on the original
. platted map of our town.

e LY " -y e
Diznsta Fusi.

The Railroad Addition, just across Gilbert Creek to the west shows the continuation
of G Street as being named “Front” on W.R. Willis’ Railroad Addition map. The
address letter G Street remains to this day and the continuation of G across Gilbert
Creek was changed from Front to G since 1905.

As the outlying communities were developing, it was pretty obvious, that the
railroad in Grants Pass was very important to the development of our natural
resources. It opened the way for an export, as well as an import economy.

In order to maximize the development of natural resources, other things would have
to be developed also, such as good wagon roads to aid in getting goods to and from
Grants Pass and also much needed irrigation to open up the thousands of
undeveloped acres.

91 Internet search engine; type The dedication of the Pacific Highway
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The current building to occupy the southwest corner of Sixth and L Street on
block 95 is Gates Furniture at 700 S.W. 6™ St., a group of reinforced concrete
buildings constructed from 1923 to 1926 are currently adjoined together to make
200’ of Sixth Street frontage. Heading south beyond Gates Furniture you will arrive
at a 50 feet wide empty lot before coming to The Goodwill
rgswmw"{'"“ Store at 742 S.W. 6™ St. a building that has been here
o ANH since the 1930’s. Followed next by
W, ‘?\ y S N e & the Jewelry and Art Center at 752
' . S.W. 6™ St., The Bridal Affair at
B 754 S.W. 6 St. and the Cash
Connection at 764 S.W. 6™ St.
s 1 1 it S St e There is a vacant 50’ wide lot
beyond the Cash Connection to the south.

The next building beyond the vacant lot is Shelly’s Pub at 772 S.W. 6" St followed
by a 50 foot wide building housing three businesses. The first is the Jade East
s st o i Chinese restaurant at 774 S.W. 6™ St.

The next doorway to the south is a Tattoo parlor at 776
S.W. 6 St. The final doorway south is a vacant room at
| 778 S.W. 6" St.

The final business to the south, occupying the approximate
100-foot wide corner lot is the 711 Market at 790 S.W. 6"
St. The convenience store called the 711 takes up a small portion of the lot. The
building that occupied this site for years until its removal was the reinforced
concrete Grover’s Bottling works constructed in 1925 as the Leonard and Trimble
Blacksmith and Machine Shop, but followed soon after as the home of Snyder’s
dairy in 1929 after extensive remodeling. Snyder sold to Grover’s bottling works in
1930. The Terrible Herbst Gas Station occupied the corner shortly after removal of
the buildings in the 1970s.

BLOCK S

FROM THE SMITH’S IRRIGATION BUILDING ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER SIXTH AND M (BRIDGE)
STREET TO THE RIVERSIDE INN WEST (CAVEMAN BRIDGE) ON THE ROGUE RIVER

. \ Page 93, 131,130,129 and 128 of the supplement—Block S,
is the letter assigned by Jonathan Bourne as an additional
block of his First Addition South to the town of Grants Pass.
For much more information on the Firsts Addition South see
page 51 of this book. Block S is a long block, approximately
1007 feet long and 300’ wide, which extends from the
southwest M Street (Bridge Street) corner to the banks of

the Rogue River.

Beginning from the southwest M Street corner is a 50 foot wide parking lot for the
reinforced concrete Smith’s Irrigation building at 906 S.W. 6" St. Sharing half of
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February 19, 1886, R.R. Courier—Friday
BAGLEY HOTEL

Mr. W.F. Bagley, formerly of Winona, has purchased the building
1 e rp—r ]

erected by Mr. Steelman near the depot, /
7

and will make out of it a first class hotel.
Mr. Bagley, we are informed, is an
experienced hotel man, and will no doubt
give the best of satisfaction to the traveling

public.
Page 20 of the supplement—for the bank location—Page 26 of the supplement—for the .
final location of the Bagley Hotel—The stockholders of the First National Bank of Southern Oregon, wishing to build the First
National Bank, talked Mr. Bagley into selling the hotel and lot on which his hotel was on during 1889 for $7000. The hotel was
located on the northwest corner of Sixth and F Streets at the time. Soon after the sale, the stockholders sold the Bagley Hotel
building for $2000, and the Bagley was moved to the northeast Sixth and D Street corner where it would undergo a name
change to initially the Bagley Hotel, and very shortly after its sale to Mrs. Redman, it was changed to the Western Hotel. A
drawing called a Birdseye View with an 1890 date shows the hotel with a sign over the entrance called the Western Hotel.
During the mid 1890s, Judge J.0. Booth purchased the hotel and he maintained ownership until his death in 1910. The hotel
occupied the entire half of block 23 to the alley from the northeast D Street corner until it was sold for the lumber, windows
and such in 1924. The current-2005-photo shows this corner as it appears today.

February 19, 1886, R.R. Courier
GREEN & SON - GUNSMITH'S

Messrs. Green and Son gunsmiths, formerly of Ashland have located here, and will
carry on business. For the present, they have their shop located [ "W

in J.F. Woodward’s harness store. page 4 and 13 of the supplement—Biock
48, I.D. No. 5 on the 1888 Sanborn—Block 48, 1.D. No. 6 on the 1890 Sanborn forward—Go
directly to page 13 of the supplement. The harness store was located in a wood frame one-story
building 20 feet by 32 feet with a room at the rear, full width. Solomon Ausker Green died in
Grants Pass at his home on November 7, 1907, many years a resident of Grants Pass. The G
Street fire of September 29, 1899 destroyed Woodward’s harness store. There was a single story
brick building constructed on the site by J.H and T.W. Williams, occupying two 25 feet wide lots.
The brick building contained three storerooms spread out across the 50 feet of width. The building was removed during 1964-
65. There is a non-historic, non-contributing to the History District, small concrete block business building c. 1965, known as
The Hendershott School of Guitar at 227 S.W. G St. on a portion of the 50-foot wide site. The earlier embedded photo shows
the one-story brick Williams Bros. building with the three storerooms along with the more current—2005—view of the site as
it appears today. S.A. Green will, before too long, open his gunsmith shop on Block 47, near the Fourth Street corner, and will
remain at that site for the rest of his days in Grants Pass. The 1902 G Street fire originating from the Delmonico Hotel
destroyed his final location on page 50 of the supplement—Block 47, 1.D. No. 10 on the 1898 Sanborn. He was quick to
rebuild though. His building can also be seen on the 1907 Sanborn for Block 47—Page 71 of the supplement.

March 26, 1886, R.R. Courier

NOTICE TO BRICKLAYER'S AND PLASTERERS
We will receive sealed bids until the 15" day of April 1886, for the erection
and plastering, at Grants Pass, Oregon, of a brick "‘""““‘“;'7 “”;}'""‘“
building about 25 feet by 50 feet. It will include a . .
storeroom on the first floor, and hall on the second
floor, to be completed on or before the first day of
July 1886. The contractor’s are to furnish all
= B materials. Bids for the brickwork are to be by the
thousand, laid in the wall; plastering is to be by the yard, two coats, and hard finished. All
work to be done in accordance with the provisions of the plans and specifications, which
can be seen at our store at Grants Pass. We reserve the right to reject all bids. -J.W.

Howard & Co. Page 8 and 18 of the supplement—5iock 50, 1.D. No. 12 on the 1888 Sanborn—Block 50, 1.D. No. 1 on
the 1890 Sanborn forward—J.W. Howard’s corner building stood on this site for many years. It was the first two-story brick
building in Grants Pass. The general merchandise store of Howard's occupied the lower floor, while the Masonic Lodge
occupied the upstairs portion until 1903, when the lodge moved to their new building. Howard leased his corner brick building
to many occupants over the years. Most noted were George Calhoun with his clothing store, Prior to 1923 the Howard corner
housed a very popular restaurant called “The Bonbonniere”. The Bonbonniere was sold to Elmer Smith who opened the long
running Club Café in the building during 1927. Eula Howard eventually sold the Howard building to Charles Wing in 1949.
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1889

Rogue River Courier reports 1400 inhabitants in Grants Pass at this time. Since the
newspaper records in Grants Pass only cover their one saved issue of August 22,
1888, there are no newspaper accounts for the rest of the year. The missing
newspapers would have shown information as to the completion of the Sherer-
Judson building on block 49, and other landmarks such as the brick opera house on
block 41 started in 1888 and in use by 1889.

The 1.0.0.F. cemetery was started this year just off of the stage road south of
town; the first burial was held in 1890.

Source information for 1889 is listed as follows: opera house; see August 22, 1889
this book, also see August 23 1916 Oregon Observer on microfilm page one column
six, titled Grants Pass 26 years ago.

The Sherer- Judson building was constructed by Dr. W. F. Kremer and finished by
1890. 10

The “Rogue River National Bank of Southern Oregon” was first organized on
September 7, 1889, but was changed to “First National Bank of Southern Oregon of
Grants Pass, Oregon” when the bank was first chartered November 19, 1889.
Permission to transact business was given by the state comptroller of the currency
and charted as stated above. The bank actually began its operations January 2,
1890, with J.C. Campbell as president and R.A. Booth as cashier. The bank was first
e icrems— lOCated in the opera house block in the second storeroom north.

The Grants Pass Water Light & Power Company was granted a
franchise to supply the municipality with electric power, water
and gas. The powerhouse and dam was constructed this year in
the southwest part of the city below the present Caveman Bridge.

The Layton building on the northeast corner of Sixth & H Street would be completed
this year as a resting-place for miners. It would not become a hotel until 1896.

The mayor in 1889 is J.C. Campbell taking over in June of 1889 from Dr. F.W. Van
Dyke. J. C. Campbell is one of the very early pioneer businessmen having been in

e According to an article written in the 1941 Courier, called Mayor Slover and Wife Celebrate 50th
anniversary, Druggist Slover tells how he was the druggist to work in the National Drug Store after Mike
Clemens left for North Sixth Street in 1893. This location was in the more commonly named Sherer-
Judson building on Sixth Street. Slover stated that Dr. W.F. Kremer had the original brick drug store,
which was located on West G Street next to the S.P.D. & L. Co.’s wooden corner store just off of Sixth
Street. He was dissatisfied with the fact that he was located within the saloon district on G Street, So in
1889 he constructed the two-story brick building, which housed his “National Drug Store” between the
alley and H Street on West Sixth Street. The building is most commonly referred to as the Sherer-
Judson building, for the owners of the hardware store located in the building also. Kremer selected the
name “National” because he was a Union veteran of the Civil War, according to Slover. The two-story
brick building housing the National Drug Store was also known as the Blackburn Hotel or House.
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Development Code Text Amendment
Article 13 — Special Purpose Districts
Certified Local Government (CLG)

Effect and accomplish the protection, enhancement and perpetuation of such
improvements and of districts which represent or reflect elements of the City's
and County's cultural, social, economic, political and architectural history;

Safeguard the City's and County's historic, aesthetic and cultural heritage as

embodied and reflected in such improvements and districts;

Foster civic pride in the beauty of historic buildings, structures, sites, signage

Protect and enhance the City's attractions to tourists and visitors and the
support and stimulus to business and industry thereby provided,

13.400 Historic Resources: Districts and Landmarks
13.411 Purpose. The purpose of this seetierArticle is to:
1)
2)
(43)  Stabilize and improve property values in such districts;
(34)
and noble accomplishments of the past;
(63)
13.412

Definitions. For the purposes of this seetienArticle only, the following terms are
defined as indicated:

(1)

Alteration (Exterior): The addition to, removal of or from, or physical

(2)

modification or repair of, any exterior part or portion of Landmarks or
structures in aa Historic or Conservation Districts. Signs shall be considered
a form of alteration and shall be treated as such.

Archaeological Object: Means an object that is at least 75 years old; is part of

H(3)

the physical record of an indigenous or other culture found in the state or
waters of the state: and is material remains of past human life or activity that
are of archaeological significance including, but not limited to, monuments,
symbol. tools, facilities, technological by-products and dietary by-products.

Archaeological Site: Means a geographic locality in Oregon, including but not

limited to submerged and submersible lands and the bed of the sea within the
state’s jurisdiction, that contains archaeological objects and the contextual
associations of the archaeological objects with each other: or biotic or
oeological remains or deposits. Examples of archaeological sites include but
are not limited to shipwrecks. lithic guarries., house pit villages, camps.
burials, lithic scatters. homesteads and townsites.




(42)

(64)

(73)

(8)

Architectural Significance: The structure, site, signage or district:

(a) portrays the environment of a group of people in an era of history
characterized by a distinctive architectural style;

(b) embodies those distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type
specimen;

(©) is the work of an architect or master builder whose individual work
has influenced the development of the City; or

(d) contains elements of architectural design, detail, materials or
craftsmanship which represent a significant innovation.

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA): A document issued by the Historic
Preservation Officer indicating that the applicant has satisfactorily met the
provisions of the Grants Pass Development Code for the alteration, relocation,
or demolition of a Landmark (Historic Resource).

Conservation District: A definable area containing historic sites, buildings or
structures or groups of historic buildings, sites or structures separated
geographically but linked by the history of the community's development, by
natural features such as topography, parks or public open spaces, or by other
significant physical features or historic events.

Demolitionsh: Means any act that destroys. removes, or relocates. in whole or
part. a Significant Historic Resource such that its historic, U.llll.ilal or
archntecmml character and significance is lost.Te-# : 5

Eligible/Contributing: Means a historic resource in existence within the

(9)

applicable period of significance that retains and exhibits sufficient integrity

(location. design, setting. materials, workmanship. feeling, and association) to
convey a sense of history. These properties strengthen the historic integrity of
an existing or potential historic district.

Eligible/Significant: Means a historic resource in existence within the

(106)

applicable period of significance that retains and exhibits sufficient integrity
(location. design. setting, materials, workmanship, feeling. and association) to
convey a sense of history. These properties strengthen the historic integrity of
an existing or potential historic district and are likely individually eligible for
designation to the Resource List.

Exterior: Any portion of the outside of a Landmark or building or structure in
a Historic or Conservation District, or any addition thereto.



(117)

(12)

Historical Buildings and Sites Commission: The review authority for items
requiring approval under Section 13.440, Historic Districts, of this Code. The
Commission shall consist of seven individuals who have been appointed by
the Mayor and City Council and shall consist of the members specified in
Section 7.061 of this Code.

Historic Context Statement: Means an element of the City of Grants Pass

(138)

(149)

(15)

Comprehensive Community Development Plan that describes the important
broad patterns of historic development in the City of Grants Pass and the
region and identifies historic resources representative of the important broad
patterns of historic development. The Historic Context Statement also
identifies Historic Resources that are representative of the important broad
patterns of historical development.

Historic District: A relatively compact, definable geographic area possessing
an obvious concentration, linkage or continuity of sites, buildings or structures
united by past events, architectural styles, construction features or other
physical features illustrative of the community's historic development.

Historic Preservation Officer: The city official responsible for the
administration of the historic preservation regulations contained in the
Development Code.

Historic Preservation Plan: Means an element of the City of Grants Pass

(166)

(17%)

Comprehensive Community Development Plan that contains the City’s goals
and policies for historic resource preservation and the processes for creating
and amending the program to protect Significant Historic Resources.

Historic Resources: Means those buildings. structures. objects. sites, or
districts that potentially have a significant relationship to events or conditions

Historic Resources Survey Inventory: The record of buildings, structures,

objects, and sites recorded by the City of Grants Pass used to identify historic
resources potentially eligible for listing in the Local Landmark Register
(Historic Resource List).

Historical Significance: The structure, district, site or signage:

(a) has character, interest or value, as part of the development, heritage or
cultural characteristics of the City, County, State or Nation;

(b) is the site of an historic event with an effect upon society;

(c) is identified with a person or group of persons who had some influence
on society; or



(d exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historic heritage
of the community.

(193) Landmark (Historic Resource): Any imprevementstructure or site, any part of
which is 50 years old or older which has a special character or special historic
interest or aesthetic interest, or value which is part of the heritage of the City
or County that has been officially designated on the Local Landmark Register
(Historic Resource List) and set aside for conservation or preservation.

(2044) Local Landmark Register (Resource List): The list of historic resources
officially recognized by the City of Grants Pass as important to its history and
afforded protection under the Development Code._Local Landmark Register.
Resource List and Historic Resource List are interchangeable terms.

(21)  Locally Significant Historic Resource: Means a building, structure, site.
object, or district designated to the City of Grants Pass Resource List.

(2215) National Register of Historic Places: The nation’s official list of buildings,
structures, sites, objects, and districts important in the nation’s history and
maintained by the National Park Service in Washington, D.C., and hereinafter
referred to as the “National Register.” Historic resources listed in the
National Register are referred to as “Historic Resources of Statewide
Significance” in Oregon Revised Statutes.

(23)  National Register Resource: Means buildings, structures, objects, sites. or
districts listed in the National Register of Historic Places pursuant to the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. as amended (PL 89-665: 16

U.S.C. 470).

(24)  Non-Contributing: Means a historic resource in existence within the
applicable period of significance that does not retain or exhibit sufficient
integrity (location, design, setting. materials, workmanship. feeling. and
association) to convey a sense of history. These properties do not strengthen
the historic integrity of an existing or potential historic district in their current
condition.

(25) Not in Period: Means a building, structure, object, or site that was originally
constructed outside the applicable period of significance.

(26)  Owner:
i, Means the owner of fee title to the property as shown in the deed

records of Josephine County: or

ii.  Means the purchaser under a land sale contract, if there is a recorded
land sale contract in force for the property: or

iii.  Means. if the property is owned by the trustee of a revocable trust, the
settlor of a revocable trust, except that when the trust becomes
irrevocable only the trustee is the owner: and

iv.  Does not include individuals, partnerships, corporations or public




agencies holding easements or less than fee interests (including
leaseholds) of any nature: or

v, Means, for a historic resource with multiple owners, including a
district, a simple majority of owners as defined in (i)-(iv).

vi.  Means, for National Register Resources. those individuals,
partnerships, corporations or public agencies holding fee simple title to
property. Owner or owners does not include individuals, partnerships.
corporations or public agencies holding easements or less than fee
interests (including leaseholds) of any nature.

(27)  Record of Designation: Means the official document that describes how a
Locally Significant Historic Resource meets the criteria for designation to the
Resource List.

(28) Resource List (Local Landmark Register): The list of Locally Significant

Historic Resources adopted by City of Grants Pass in its Comprehensive
Community Development Plan as important to its history and afforded
protection under these regulations.

(2916) Significant Historic Resource: A building, structure, site, or district on the

Local Landmark Register (Resource List) or a National Register Resource.

13.420 District Types and Map
13.421 Historic Types.

)

)

The Historic Map shall allow for the designation of:

(a) Areas with a high concentration of historic structures, designated
"Historic Districts,"

(b) Areas with a lower concentration of historic structures, designated
"Conservation Districts," and

(©) Structures, sites or signage of historic or architectural significance not
located in a Historic or Conservation District, designated as
"Landmarks."

Historic Review shall apply to the following:

(a) Historic Districts, designated in accordance with this seetienArticle;
and

(b) Conservation Districts, designated in accordance with this
seetionArticle; and



